RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

The Northern Expedition, which began in the summer of 1926, the cap-
ture of a number of provinces and the defeat and disintegration of a whole
series of reactionary militarist groups, were accompanied by an enormous
growth of the mass movement (the seizure of the British concessions in
Hankow and Kiukiang, the general strike in Shanghai, which developed
into an armed insurrection, the gigantic growth of the peasant movement).
The successful insurrection in Shanghai in April 1927 raised the question of
the hegemony of the proletariat in the national revolutionary movement,
finally impelled the native bourgeoisie into the camp of reaction and called
forth the counter-revolutionary coup d'etat of Chang Kai-shek.

The independent activity of the workers in the struggle for power, and
above all the further growth of the peasant movement, which developed
into agrarian revolution, impelled also the Wuhan government, which had
been established under the leadership of the petty bourgeois wing of the
Kuomintang, to go over to the camp of the counter-revolution. The revolu-
tionary wave, however, was already beginning to ebb. In the course of a
number of uprisings (the rising led by Ho-Lung and Ye-Ting, the peasant
uprisings in Hunan, Hupeh, Kwantung and Kiangsu) the working class
and peasantry still strove to wrest the power from the hands of the im-
perialists, bourgeoisie and landlords, and in this way to avert the defeat of
the revolution. But in this they were not successful. The last powerful on-
slaught of this revolutionary wave was the insurrection of the heroic Canton
proletariat, which under the slogan of Soviets attempted to link up the
agrarian revolution with the overthrow of the Kuomintang and the estab-
lishment of the dictatorship of the workers and peasants.

3. In India, the policy of British imperialism, which retarded the de-
velopment of native industry, evoked great dissatisfaction among the In-
dian bourgeoisie. The class consolidation of the latter, which replaced its
former division into religious sects and casts and which was expressed in
the fusion of the Indian National Congress (organ of the Indian bour-
geoisie) with the Muslim League effected in 1916, confronted British im-
perialism with a national united front in the country. Fear of the revolu-
tionary movement during the war compelled British imperialism to make
concessions to the native bourgeoisie which found expression, in the eco-
nomic sphere, in higher duties on imported goods and, in the political
sphere, in insignificant parliamentary reforms introduced in 1919.

Nevertheless a strong ferment, expressing itself in a series of revolutionary
outbreaks against British imperialism, was produced among the masses of
the Indian people as a result of the ruinous consequences of the imperialist
war (famine and epidemics, 1918), the catastrophic deterioration of the
position of wide sections of the working population, the influence of the
October revolution in Russia and of a series of insurrections in various
colonial countries (as for example, the struggle of the Turkish people for
independence).
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